On July 24, 1936: 3,200 c.c. of fluid was aspirated from the right pleural cavity and replaced by 2,600 c.c. of air. A radiogram taken then showed " heart only slightly enlarged in region of pulmonary arc in antero-posterior view. Right ventricle prominent in left oblique view, but very little pulsation on posterior aspect of the heart. The findings are compatible with adhesions obstructing the right pleural veins."
Since this time the patient has been attending regularly at fortnightly intervals, and has remained perfectly well. The pneumothorax absorbed and no further effusion formed. He is now at work and experiences no dyspncea or distress. There is no cedema, no ascites, and no pleural effusion.
Dr. F. PARKES WEBER said he thought that this patient had suffered from some kind of "polyserositis ", which latter, however, had not persisted, so as to give rise to " Pick's (Proceedings, 26, 153, Sect. Dis. in Child., 9) . 15.2.33: Discharged from hospital after treatment previously recorded, wearing outside steels. 7.6.33: Splints discarded. Instructions regarding diet have been completely disregarded.
3.5.37: Follow-up examination.-Small but healthy-looking boy. Height 531 inches, weight 81 lb. Intelligent and cheerful. Muscular development subnormal, but said to be improving. Walks with a waddle but can manage several miles without fatigue. Abdomen slightly prominent, not doughy in consistency. Slight atrophy of buttocks. Funnel deformity of chest unchanged. Femora bowed; genu varum 41 inches; 150 limitation of extension in left knee; full movement in other joints.
Slight clubbing of fingers. Epiphyses still slightly enlarged. Skiagram shows that the rickets has barely healed.
Faeces: Total fat 31.7%, unsoaped fat 13.3%, neutral fat 5%, free fatty acids 8.3%, combined fatty acids 18.4%. Microscopic appearance normal.
Other investigations not possible.
